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Strategy of Treating Limbs Open Injury in Earthquake
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Guangzhou 510630, China )

Abstract: [Objective] To summarize the strategy of treatment of open limb injury in earthquake. [Methods]
Retrospective study of 16 patients with 23 open wounds on the limbs in earthquake. The patients were treated with
debridement and vacuum-sealing drainage (VSD). Then the wounds were closed with saturation, skin grafting and
pedicled skin flap. The treatment of infection amputation stump consisted of wound debridement, drain, and
saturation. The sensitive antibiotics were administrated according to the cultural result of the wound. The psychic
trauma and complications were actively treated. [Result] Except 1 patient , 16 patients with 23 wounds healed in
time. [Conclusion] With the perfect treatment strategy to earthquake induced, open limb injury, the wound healing
and the limb rehabilitation would be accelerated and the function of limbs would be quickly recovered.

Key word: injury in earthquake; open injury; debridement; vacuum-sealing drainage; infection amputation
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Table 1 Clinical treatment and result of 16 patients
Injury type n Treatment Result
Infection amputation stump 4 Debridement, drain and saturation or skin grafting Healed
Soft tissue defect and infection Debridement, dressing change and skin grafting Healed
Debridement, drain and skin grafting or pedicled 1 healed
skin flap 1 improved
Soft tissue defect and infection 2 Debridement, drain and skin grafting + Healed
with bone fracture external fixation support or cast
1 Debridement, drain and pedicled skin Healed
flap + external fixation support
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