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Improved Surgical Technique for Combined Liver and Kidney
Harvesting in Clinical Practice

Chen Lingwu Chen Guihua Zheng Keli Huang Jiefu

(Center of Transplantation, First Affiliated Hospital, Sun Yat-sen
University of Medical Sciences, Guangzhou, 510080)

Abstract Objective: To improve the surgical technique for combined liver and kidney harvesting. Meth-
ods; From September 1993 to December 1996, a technique of combined liver and kidney harvesting was carried
out 11 times with 11 livers and 22 kidneys obtained for transplantation. The operative technique w as as follow s;
establishing hypothemia flushment; liver harvesting and en bloc resection of cadaveric kidneys. Results; The
procedure of establishing hy pothemia flushment took only a mean of 1. 5 minutes. The warm ischemia time was
only a mean time of 3 minutes. Of grafts by this technique 19 kidneys and 11 livers were transplanted resulting
in immediate functioning .One case was successful combined liver-kidney transplantation. At present, the patient
had survived more than 480 post transplantative days with a nearly normal life. Conclusion: It is suggested that
this technique could shorten the warm ischemic time, pledge the quality of harvesting organ and make full use of
cadaveric organs.
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