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IMMUNOHISTOCHEMICAL STUDY OF CARCINOEMBRYONIC
ANTIGEN IN SWEAT GLAND NEOPLASMS

Li Jianjun Tong Juzhen

(Department of Dermatology, First Affiliated Hospital Sun Yat-sen University of Medical Sciences Guangzhou 510080)

Abstract  Objective: To study the value of cardnoembryonic anticen (CEA) in the diagnosis of sweat gland tu-
mors. Methods: Expression of CEA was detected by immunohistochemical ABC method in 37 cases of human skin and 45
cases of sweat gland tumors and 5 cases of sebaceous gland tumors and 5 cases of follicular tumors. Results; The positive
rates of CFA in fetal and adult skin were 80%) and 84.4 % respectively. Immunostaining for CEA was mainly seen in the
lumina of neoplastic glands and in cells lining the lumina. The immunostainings within sebaceous glands and follicular ep-
ithelium and epidermis were negative. The positive rate of CEA in benign sweet gland tumors was 65.2%, and 80% in
sweat-gland carcinomas. There w as also immunostaining of cytoplasm within neoplastic glands besides previous-mentioned
immunostaining pattern in sweat-gland cardnomas. Immunostainings for CEA in sebaceous gland tumors and follicular
tumors were negative. Conclusions: CEA is an important marker for sweat gland tumors, and expression of CEA is help-
ful in differentiating sweat gland tumors from other skin tumors.
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Fig 3 Immunostaining for CEA in hidradenoma papilliferum
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