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The prevalence of Heliwbacter p ylori ( HP) infection in Lanzhou, an area of high gastric cancer mortality, was
compared with the data obtained previously in Guangzhou, an area of low gastric cancer mortality. The sera were
taken from 3 781 healthy persons in 1274 from Lanzhou urban area and 2507 from suburban counties- Anti-HP IgG
was tested using ELISA method. The results showed that the overall HP standardized positive rate in Lanzhou area
was 60. % , which was significantly higher than 48. 3% in Guangzou area (P <0.001). Comparson of the age
distribution of HP infection in the two areas revealed that the rate of HP infection in children of Lanzou area was
much higher than that in Guanghzou area, especialy in those below 4 years old (43 2% vs. 19.3%, P <0.001).
The peak age of HP infectionin lLanzhou area wasin 30~ 39 age group, i.e. 10 years younger than Guangzou area.
The results supported the hypothesis that early HP infection in young children contributed to the development of
gastric cancer. Further investigation of multiple factors are strongly indicated.
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