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The clinical course of recurrent ventricular fibrillation (VF) in a 29-year-old woman

with 477 documented episodes of VF and no structural heart disease was consecutively ob-

served during hospitalization and treated with antiarrhythmic agents and cardioversion in 33
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months. VF-attacked periods (VFAP), which lasted for (1. 61+1. 3)d, and VF-free periods
(VFFP) between successive VFAP, which lasted for (70.4447.2) d, were measured. It is
evident that attacks of VF were clinically independent by calculating the autocorrelation
function for 12 consecutive VFFP, which revealed that antiarrhythmic agents were ineffec-
tive in preventing attacks of VF in this case. The authors also found that VFFP closely fit an
exponential probability distribution. indicating that the occurrence of VF in time was a type
of random event called a Poisson process.
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