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disease states, however, THP could deposit in the extra-tubular interstitium through leak-
age of urine from rupture of obstructed or damaged tubules, and might be able to activate
cell-mediated immunity to induce TIN. Monocytes/macrophages and monokines produced by
these cells played a key role in the tissue injury in this type of TIN and probably contributed
to tubulointerstitial fibrosis. Besides their significance in the understanding of the patho-
physiologic effects of THP, the results may also provide a new hint for the treatment of some
types of TIN.
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