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CYTOTOXIC EFFECTS OF LYMPHOCYTS AND
SERA OF RHEUMATIC FEVER PATIENTS
ON HEART CELLS

Zhang Shugang Yu Buyun
(Third Affiliated Hospital)

Peripheral lymphocytes and sera from 26 patients suffered from rheumetic fever were
tested against primary cultured human fetal myocardial cells and heart interstitial cells to
observe their toxcity effects. The results showed: (1) the lymphocytes and sera from the
rheumatic myocarditis patients had the cytotoxic effects on the myocardial cells and inter-
stitial cells; (2) lymphocytes and sera from rheumatic arthritis patients and rheumatic
heart disease patients without active rheumatic fever did not show any cytotoxic activitis
against the interstitial cells and myocardial cells. These results indicate that the cellular
and humoral immunity might play an improtant role in the pathogenisis of rheumatic car-
ditis.

Key words rheumatic fever; myocarditis; immune
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