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APPLYING MICROWAVE TO PROMOTE THE RETRIEVAL
OF TISSUE ANTIGENS IN PARAFFIN-EMBEDDED
TISSUES FOR IMMUNOHISTOCHEMICAL
STAINING

Liang Yingjie Wu Huixi Lin Hanliang

(Department of Pathology, Sun Yat-Sen Univeritys of Medical Sciences, Guangzhou, 510089)

A method for retrieving tissue antigens is introduced that is scaking sections in antigen
retrieval solution and then radiating with microwave. This treatment may retrieve tissue
antigens and increase the intensity of immunohistochemical staining getting desirable result.
Some tissues, especially the tissues were fixed in formaldehyde for a long time which showed
weak or negtive immunohistochemical staining for cytokeratin, vimentin and desmin can get
strong or positive reaction. This method will be significant for differentiated diagnosis and
retrospective analysis of pathology on tissues which were fixed unproperly or for a long time
(autopsy tissue) in formaldehyde.
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