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This paper deals with the age —related changes in size and histological features of sinoa-

trial node (SAN). 106 autopsy hearts were taken from cases died at different ages (2 days to

83 years) without clinical or pathologic evidence of cardiac diseases. Serial sections of 2 um

in thickness were prepared parallel to the long axis of SAN. The thin sections selected from

the largest areas of SAN were stained with HE and Betty’s method. The largest areas of the

SAN in 7 age groups were calculated by computer image analysis system. Then, the signifi-

cance of age—related quantitative changes of the human SAN were studies.
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