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EXPERIMENTAL AND CLINICAL STUDIES ON
RHEUMATIC FEVER

Yu Buyun

Zhang Shugang

Gu Jieruo

(Department of Internal Medicine,3rd Affiliated Hospital,
Sun Yat-Sen University of Medical Sciences yGuangzhou,510630)

Studies on rheumatic fever (RF) during the past 33 years are briefly reviewed. Mainly

included : (1)First success of making animal model of rheumatic carditis by injecting strepto-

cocci subconjunctivally. Associations of HLA antigens with rheumatic fever. (2)Cellular im-

munity, humoral immunity and the combination of both played important roles in the patha-

genesis of the disease. Relationships between the immunopathogenesis and subgroups of

rheumatic fever. (3)Introduction of new indexes such as a-glycoproteins,CIC,Cs. yanti-heart-

reactive antibodies (AHRA) for exploring the activities of RF and specific experimental

methods (procoagulant activity assay and absorption of AHRA) for making diagnosis of the

disease. (4)Descriptions of recent clinical features,diagnostic methods for atypical cases and

criteria of probable RF.
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