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STUDY OF THE HLA-DR EXPRESSION
BY MONOCYTES IN THE SKIN BLISTERS
OF DIFFERENT TYPES OF LEPROSY

Zhao Guohua Zhu Simin Wu Huixi
Olaf K. Skinsnes

(Department of Pathology, Sun Yat-Sen University of Medical Sciences, Guangzhou, 510089)

The expression of HLA-DR antigen by the monocytes within the skin blisters of 13 pa-
tients with LL, 3 BL,4 BB, 2 BT,2 TT and 5 normal controls was studied by immunocy-
tochemical methods. The positive rate of HLA-DR positive reaction of monocytes in the nor-
mal group was significantly higher than in every other group of patients (P<C0. 01). On the
other hand,the expression of if HLA-DR antigen by monocytes among the different groups of
patients was also signicantly different (P<C0. 01 and P<0. 05). From TT/BT to LL/BL,the
expression of HLA-DR antigen decreased gradually which was consistent with the phe-
nomenon of the immune spectrum in leprosy. Because HLA-DR antigen on the monocytes
plays an important role in delivering processed antigen from monocytes to T cells ,we sug-
gested that its decrease might be one of the important reasons for cell mediated immunity de-
pression in leprosy patients,especially LL patients.
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