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RAPIDLY PROGRESSIVE NASOPHARYNGEAL
CARCINOMA~—A CLINIC-PATHOLOGICAL
STUDY OF 31 CASES

Zhang Feng Zhang Changqing Chen Yong Feng Kaitao
Xiao Xibin Su Xong Min Huaging
(Prevention and Treatment Centre for Tnmors)
This paper reports 31 patients of a special type of nasopharyngeal carcinoma (NPC),
named rapidly progressive NPC, the course of disease was very short and distant metasta-

sis developed early, and then followed by death immediately. The clinic-pathological cha-
racteristics were: (1) The duration of the disease from its initial symptoms to death was

" only 11.7 months averagely: (2) Most patients had massive lymph~node metastsis or me-

tastasis involving to supraclavical lymph node(s) (51.6% of the patients coded N 3); (3)
The frequency of keratinizing squamous cell carcinoma and non-keratinizing carcinoma was
higher. (4) The infiltrating of lymphocytes, dendritic cells and monocytes/macrophages
within tumor tissue was always showing depletion. This results illustrated that if the cli-
nicians could diagnose this special NPC type and apply appropriate means, the distant me-
tastasis might be less developed and the treatment effect enhanced.

key words nasopharyngeal neoplasm; lymphocytes; monocytes/macrophages; dendritic
cells; immumohistochemistry
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