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COMPARATIVE STUDIES OF MICROFILARIAL
MELANIZATION IN THREE SPECIES OF MOSQUITOES

Pan Shiqing Li Shutao Huang Jionglie
(Department of Parasitology)

One- to two day old mosquitoes Anopheles sinensis, Culex quinguefasciatus and Aedes
albopictus were thoracically inoculated with 15~ 20 Brugia malayi microfilariae per indivi-
dual. The inoculated mosquitoes subsequently were dissected into head, thorax and abdo-
men to count the number of melanized microfilariac other developing stages of melanized
microfilariae varied with the species and related to the susceptibility of the mosquitoes to
the filaria. At the same time, differences in the rate of mature larvae and the rate of in-
fective mosquitoes were also found among the species. Most (61.6% ~78.4% ) of the me-
lanized microfilariac were observed in the abdomens of mosquitoes.
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