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DISTRIBUTION OF BASEMENT MEMBRANE COMPONENT
IN HUMAN HEPATOCELLULAR CARCINOMA AND
ITS XENOGRAFT IN NUDE MICE

Ouyang Nengtai Zhou Muheng Dong Jun
( Department of Pathology )

Authors described the immunohistochemical localization for components of the base-
ment membrane (BM), fibronectin (FN), collagen type [y (Coll [y ) and laminin (LAM),
in 15 hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC ) and 3 human HCC xenografts in nude mice.
The results indicated that: 1, The above-mentioned BM components became irregularly
distributed and their quantity was decreased in the human HCC xenografts of nude mice,
but the morphological structure of the carcinoma was not changed. 2, There was a
continuous BM components capsule, surrounding the xenografts of nude mice, while it
could not be seen in the human HCC. This might be responsible for the failed invasion
of the xenografts. 3, The pericellular staining for FN and Coll [y were found in the
HCC xenografts of nude mice. This suggests that the FN and Coll [y might be synthe-

sized, at least in part by hepatocellular carcinoma cells.

Key words hepatocellular carcinoma; basement membrane component; nude mice;
immunohistochemistry
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