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Diabetic Neuropathy

Liang Xiuling Chen Lie Lu Jianmin Lian Xuejun
(Department of Neurolygy)
Yu Binjie Huang Baojun Li Hanghai Lin Wendong
(Department of Endocrinology)

Abstract

From June 1982 to December 1984, careful neurological examination was performed
in 234 [outpatients with diabetes mellitus (DM). Among them, 9g were male and 135
female, their ages of onset of DM ranged from 14 to 78 years, 130 cases (55.6%) were
in 41~¢0 age group. The courses of DM ranged from (~.34 years, in which, 172 cases
(73.5%) were within g~ 5 years, and 203 cases (86.8%) within 10 years. Of these 234
patients, 140 patients were studied with EMG of abductor pollical brevis muscle together
with sensory and motor nerve conduction velocity (SCV - MCV) along median and poste-
rior tibial nerves. Based on the result of neurological examination, 123 cases (52,69 ) were
diagnosed as diabetic neuropathy (DN). After measuring SCV + MCV, 158 cases (67.1%)
were diagnosed as DN, the diagnostic rate of DN was increased 14.9% . In this series, it
was showed that the occurrence of DN seemed not related to the age of onset of DM,
but the occurrence of DN in diabetic patients with the course of DM over 5 years was
higher than those under 5 years. The authors suggested that the indexes for early diagn-
osis of DN were as follows: 1, Prolongation of SCV + MCV, particularly prolongation
of SCV in posterior tibial nerve. 2, Diminution or absence of vibration sense in the lower
limbs. 3, Diminution or absence of patellar and ankle reflexes. 4, Numbness, weakness

and pain in the lower limbs.



