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ETIOLOGY, DIAGNOSIS AND THERAPY OF ATLANTOAXIAL
DISLOCATION IN CHILDREN

Yang Zhonghan Li Fobao Liao Weiming Huang Zhisheng

(Department of Orthopeadic Surgery, the First Affiliated Hospital Sun Yat-sen University of Medical Sciences Guangzhou 510080)

Abstract Objectives: To study the etiology, diagnosis and treatment of dislocation of the atlanto-axial joint in children. Metheds: Clini cal

material in 42 children with the dislocation was analy zed. Diagnosis was made on the basis of history, clinical features and image examination in

all cases. The treatment included conservative and operative management. Results: M ost of the cases(29/ 42)had the history of upper respiratory

infection and acute tonsillitis before the dislocation. All cases showed abnomal manifestation in the anterior-posterior and lateral X-ray films of

the cervical vertebra as well as in the film of the atlanto-axial joint at the operrmouth position. Almost all cases (38/ 42)obtained good results by

means of traction management. Concdusions; The inflammation of head and neck and infection of upper respiratory tract were the major causes of

the dislocation. Recognition for the disease and prompt image examination help increase the rate of correct diagnosis and avoid misdiag nosis. Jaw-

occipital belt traction or skull traction is the major choice for treatment.
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