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PRIMARY REPORT OF DETECTING OCULAR TRACHOMATIC
CHLAMYDIAL INFECTION BY POLYMERASE CHAIN REACTION

Huang Huming Shao Yingfeng Liang Xiaowen Wang Yu Mai Meiqi

(Department of Ophthalmology,Sun Yat-Sen Memorial Hospital ,Sun Yat-sen
University of Medical Sciences ; Guangzhou,510120)

Polymerase chain reaction (PCR) was evaluated for the detection of ocular chlamydial trachomatic infec-
tion and compared with direct immunofluorescense (DIF). Specimens were obtained from tarsal conjunctiva of
67 cases,consisting of 7 trachomas, 37 suspected c¢. Trachomatis infections and 23 normal eyes. The findings
showed that if using PCR the positive rate of both trachoma group and suspected ¢. Trachomatis infection
group had significant differences as compared with normal group (P<C0. 001),but no differences if using DIF
(P>0.05). In suspected c. trachomatis infection group,the difference of positive rate between PCR and DIF
is significant (0. 02<<P<C0. 05).

Subject headings polymerase chain reaction; chlamydia trachomatis; trachoma/diagnosis; fluorescent

antibody technique
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